
Parents hit
the boolrs
nn Hspafiolsunnie Morris of 0xford, left, Lisa Fazioli of Oxford, Lorenzo sollena of llochester

and Karen Stanko of Holly work with teacher Melanie.Hendrick.
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r ir : i r ts in Melanie l lendrickt Spanish I
class repeated the

AUbUrn numbers from one to 12
Hills tlawlessly.

But when asked to
turn the numbers into

a string of telephone numbers, they
hcsitated.

"Don't worry about it," said Hen-
rlrick, who teaches Spanish to grades
7-12 at Oakland Christian School.
"lr,ru'1a nut Oaing graded on this."

No problema.
I'lrese aren't ordinary students.'I'liese 

are parents who meet once a
wcekto learn thelanguage so they can
help their children with their home-
wru'k and practice communicating.'[]re 

hour.and-a-half sessions began
Jan. 15 and continue until March lJ.

"I wanted to be able to communi-
cate with my son so we can help each
other out when we get stuck on a
word," said Karen Stanko, t[,6, of Holly,
whose l4-year-old, Caleb, takes Span-
ish at the school.

On l.his past Tlresday, the handful
of parcnts suacked on homemacle cclo-
kics and coffee in between learning
hou'[o coniugate "to be."

I k:rrclrick said she hopes tht' class
tt i l l  glrou'in tlre future.

"\Me talked about it as a family and
decided since this is the second-most
spoken language (in the United
States), then this is the time to learn
it," said Sunnie Morris, ,16, of Oxford.
She horne-schooled all four ofher chil-
dren, and still teaches her 15- and lB-
year-olds. She is takingthe class so she
can teach it to her children.

Shc rclated an incit lerrt in rvhich

her daughterjumped into a conversa-
tion she was having with a friend in
Spanish.

"I was in the parking lot of a gyrn
the other dayandgreeted myfriend in
Spanish," she said. "Myfriend respon-
ded in Spanish and asked how I was
doing in Spanish but I didn't hear that
part and I started rvalking. So rny
daughter told me I forgot Io say'ntuy

bienl (very well) and i started laugh.
ing because she was paying such close
attention to my words."

Lorenzo Sollena, 51, of Rochester is
taking the class, he said, to learn what
his son, lprenzo, 14, is learning.

"Spanish is one of the most preva-
lent langua.ges, and evcrlthing i.r
changing so rluickll'. I thorrght I'd bet-
ter get on tht banrlrvag,rrr. ' '  hc sairl.
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spanish teacher Melanle Hendrtck of Rochester Hllts explalns the flner polnt. or sp"nlSii:,t'#:l:"i",JJ"dtri$i,i,iT[tffi'.The parents want to be able to help wtth homework and;ffiunt";i;fi[ii'iierr tiuiln initrrei dil#;."-"
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